
Many calves are fed through a tube feeder (also known as an esophageal feeder). Dairy workers 
must be careful while performing this contact procedure to avoid injuries. Correctly performing 
this procedure is vital to calf health. 
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☑  Only perform this procedure if you have been properly trained.
☑  Always restrict the calf’s movement.
☑  Handle the animal gently.

2    O B J E C T I V E
To prepare dairy workers to properly 
tube feed calves

5    K E Y  T A K E A W A Y S

3    D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S
1.  Who is trained to tube feed calves on this facility?
2. How can workers properly restrain calves before tube feeding?
3. What is the two-tube test?

4    T R A I N I N G  P O I N T S
STEPS FOR TUBE FEEDING A CALF
1 Always restrict the calf’s movement.
  Straddle the calf’s head between your legs
  If the calf is laying down, ensure it is in an upright position
  Larger animals are more powerful and harder to restrain. Backing the calf into a corner can be 
  very helpful in these situations.

2 Keep the calf’s nose pointed downward below the ears while inserting the tube into the calf’s mouth
 over the tongue.

3 Allow the calf to swallow the head of the tube and gently slide it down the calf’s throat.

4 Perform the two-tube test.
  Feel along the bottom of the calf’s neck to ensure the tube is in the esophagus. If you can feel the 
  head of the tube, you are in the correct pipe. If you do not feel the head of the tube in the calf’s 
  throat, gently remove it and try again.
   Windpipe airway in the calf’s throat that is firm and has rings or ridges
  Esophagus firm, smooth tube in the calf’s throat that connects the throat to the stomach

5 Once the tube is in the correct place, raise the bottle and allow the fluid to drain into the calf’s stomach.

6 Upon completion, gently remove the tube from the calf’s throat.
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