Moving vehicles present serious safety hazards on dairy farms. Safely operating large equipment
like tractors is very important to the health of operators and their coworkers on dairies.
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OBJECTIVE

Prepare dairy workers to more
effectively recognize the inherent
hazards involved in tractor operation
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Are you trained to drive tractors on this dairy?
2. What safety precautions can you take while operating tractors?
3. What safety precautions can you take while working in areas near moving tractors?

TRAINING POINTS

Always wear a seatbelt while operating a tractor.

Only employees trained in tractor operation should drive tractors.
Only employees trained in tractor maintenance should service tractors.
Never refuel a tractor while the engine is running.
Sparks from the engine or hot exhaust can cause fuel to ignite
Always wait for tractors to come to a complete stop before getting on or off.
Be alert and aware of your surroundings while driving a tractor — never use a cell phone while driving. If you
must speak with someone, stop the tractor and put it in park before communicating.
Drive at a safe speed — adjust your speed appropriately for weather conditions.
Always reduce speed before turning a tractor.
Take wide turns around corners
Always check behind the tractor before backing up.
Turn off the engine and set the parking brake before exiting a tractor.
Use extreme caution when driving a tractor uphill.
The engine can lose power if the tractor is in too high of a gear
Tipping and roll-over hazards exist
Use extreme caution when driving a tractor downhill.
Keep the tractor in gear to use the engine as a brake
Disengage the PTO when it is not in use.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

☑ Always wait for tractors to come to a complete stop before getting on or off.
☑ Only employees trained for tractor operation should drive tractors.
☑ Pay attention and be aware of your surroundings.
☑ Never use a cell phone or communication device while triving a tractor
☑ Always drive at a safe speed.
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