
As calves move on to new pens, their previous pens need to be cleaned out and prepared for new 
calves. Dairy workers performing pen maintenance should be cautious of chemicals, machinery, 
and other hazards while completing this task. 
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☑  When operating machinery, be cautious of coworkers in the same area.
☑  Wear appropriate PPE when working with chemicals.
☑  Avoid breathing in excessive amounts of dust while bedding.

2    O B J E C T I V E
To advise dairy workers on safe work protocols 
associated with pen maintenance

5    K E Y  T A K E A W A Y S

3    D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S
 1.  Are chemicals used to sanitize calf pens on this facility? 
2. What personal protective equipment (PPE) should be worn while 
    performing pen maintenance? 
3. How can you safely lift heavy objects?

4    T R A I N I N G  P O I N T S
Use caution when lifting hutches and other heavy materials.
 Keep your back straight while lifting from a squatting position 

Only trained employees should operate machines that lift and reposition hutches.
 Operators must always be aware of their surroundings and any coworkers who may be working in the area

If you are using chemicals to sanitize used pens, always wear appropriate PPE.
 If a chemical gets into your eyes or mouth or touches your skin, immediately wash it away with water 
 for several minutes

Spreading straw typically fills the surrounding area with high levels of dust.
 Wear a mask or bandana over your mouth and nose to prevent breathing excessive amounts of 
 dust into your airways
 Wear sunglasses or safety glasses to keep dust and other particles from getting in your eyes
 Wait from a safe distance while the dust settles 

Working outdoors can expose you to extreme weather conditions.
 Wear protective clothing (hats, boots, gloves, sunglasses, long sleeves, etc.) 

PEN MAINTENANCE


