IRRIGATION
Water can be very dangerous when combined with other factors. Water combined with
electricity, high pressure, chemicals, and deep canals are a few of the hazards farm workers
encounter while irrigating crops.
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OBJECTIVE

To educate farm workers on the inherent
risks associated with irrigation
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Where does highly pressurized water exist on this operation?
2. When might you be in a situation involving water and electricity?
3. Is it safe to drink water from irrigation systems on this farm?

TRAINING POINTS

Use extreme caution when working with high-pressure irrigation systems.
Never stand or lean directly over a riser while opening or closing the valve
Risers might succumb to high-pressured water, explode, and injure you
Avoid areas where hands and fingers can be pinched or caught
Never use canals for swimming or recreation.
Drowning can happen in mere inches of water.
Always work in pairs
Ensure there is a safe exit route any time you are in water
Do not drink water from irrigation canals, sprinklers, or pipes.
Some farms spread chemicals through irrigation systems. Always be aware of the chemicals being used and
avoid exposure or ingestion.
Properly ground the wiring of irrigation systems to avoid electrocution.
When servicing irrigation equipment, always shut off and disconnect the power source.
Follow your operation’s lockout tagout (LOTO) procedures during maintenance
Keep irrigation pipes away from power lines and electrical equipment to avoid shock and electrocution.
Do not carry pipes vertically near power lines
Avoid standing near irrigation equipment during lightning storms.
Metal pipes exposed to the sun can become very hot, and therefore, burn your skin.
Wear protective gloves when working with hot sprinkler pipes
Always maintain 3 safe points of contact when climbing on irrigation equipment (e.g. pivots).
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

☑ Use extreme caution when working with high-pressure irrigation systems.
☑ Always be aware of electrical hazards.
☑ Be cautious when working with irrigation systems that spread chemicals.
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