HARVEST
SAFETY
The busy nature of harvest presents dangers to those working on and near farms. Farm
workers should be aware of harvest safety hazards in an effort to prevent injuries and fatalities.
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OBJECTIVE

To advise farm workers on safety
hazards consistent with harvest times
on the farm
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What common hazards exist during harvest time?
2. What are safe maintenance protocols on this farm?
3. What should you never do while driving equipment?

TRAINING POINTS

Always remain alert and focused while driving.
Becoming complacent after driving the same route is dangerous
Even if time is limited, do not rush your work
Do not operate equipment when fatigued
Never use a cell phone while driving

Make eye contact with any person on the ground if you are operating equipment.
Those on the ground should never approach moving equipment without making eye contact with
the operator
Wearing a high visibility vest is considered best practice
Always be aware of and watch out for young children and teenagers on the farm during harvest time.
Do not perform maintenance on running equipment.
Always follow your operation’s lockout tagout (LOTO) procedures during maintenance
Always turn off any machine before trying to remove plants or objects plugging the header, pick-up, primary, etc.
Fire extinguishers should be kept in all harvest equipment.
Keep machines clean and free of dry crop materials or residue. These materials can easily catch fire.
Ensure slow moving vehicle signs are in place, and use flashing hazard lights when possible.
Follow all local traffic laws and DOT rules of the road.
Always set the parking brake before leaving a vehicle.
Wear your seatbelt when operating or riding harvesting equipment.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

☑ Accidents happen when work is rushed.
☑ Slow down and take proper safety precautions
☑ Never perform maintenance on running equipment.
☑ Shut down and de-energize equipment before attempting to remove plugs.
☑ Watch out for young children and teenagers on and around the farm.
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