Electrocution and electrical shock hazards are found in many places on the farm. Direct contact with
improperly installed, maintained or damaged electrical systems can cause serious injury or death.
Indirect contact with overhead or buried power lines with farm equipment also poses danger.
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OBJECTIVE

Prepare dairy workers to more effectively
recognize electrical hazards on the farm
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What is an electrical hazard?
2. What can happen if you accidentally touch an electrical hazard?
3. Where are the electrical hazards located on this farm?
4. How can you be safe around electrical equipment (e.g. cords, fences)?

TRAINING POINTS

Electrical hazards increase with the presence of moisture.
Keep cords and anything plugged into an outlet away from wet areas
Don’t use electrical tools that have cords with exposed wires.
Don’t use damaged extension cords.
Report all damaged cords to your supervisor

Extension cords deteriorate; they should not be a permanent electrical source.
Electrical hazards can electrocute, shock, and burn you, your coworkers, and animals, as well as start fires.
While operating farm equipment, ensure that you have proper clearance when:
Driving under or near overhead powerlines
Digging near buried powerlines
Electrical fences have varying amounts of electricity.
Never touch a hot electric fence with your bare skin
Use protective and insulated gloves when working with electrical fences
If a shock victim is unable to pull away from an electrical source, do not try to remove or touch him or her.
You should stop the flow of electricity by disconnecting or de-energizing the electrical source.

☑
☑
☑
☑

4

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Keep electrical equipment away from wet areas.
Inspect electrical equipment before use.
Don’t use damaged electrical cords or equipment.
Watch out for powerlines.
☑ Overhead and underground
☑ Don’t touch electrical fences unless you are sure they are not plugged in.
☑ Use PPE when working with electrical fences
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