CHEMICAL SAFETY
Chemical exposure can cause serious injury, disability, and in some cases death.
Because chemicals enter and harm bodies in different ways, it is important to be
as safe as possible when working with or around chemicals.
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OBJECTIVE

Prepare dairy workers to more effectively identify
chemical hazards, handle chemicals safely, and
react if a worker is exposed to hazardous chemicals
on the farm
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How do chemicals enter our bodies?
2. What injuries or illnesses result from chemical exposure?
3. What personal protective equipment (PPE) can be used to
be safe when using chemicals?
4. What should you do if you are exposed to or come into
contact with a hazardous chemical?

TRAINING POINTS

Chemicals enter your body through ingestion, inhalation, skin absorption, puncture wounds, etc.
Illnesses/injuries from chemicals can include but are not limited to
Rashes, irritation, acid burns, asphyxiation, blindness, cancer, etc.
Always check containers for hazard communication symbols and read label directions before use.
PPE that can protect you when working with chemicals includes
Gloves, safety glasses/goggles, aprons, face shields, appropriate face coverings, long-sleeved clothing, etc.
Safety Data Sheets contain information specific to chemicals on the dairy.
Ask your chemical supplier to provide Safety Data Sheets
Follow the dairy’s emergency action plan if you are exposed to hazardous chemicals.
Plan may include calling emergency services, removing contaminated clothing, rinsing eyes/skin with water, etc.
Refer to the dairy’s Safety Data Sheets for chemical-specific instructions
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

Chemicals enter and harm bodies in many ways.
Wear appropriate PPE when handling chemicals.
Immediately rinse eye or skin with water when chemical contact has taken place.
Employees should understand the dairy’s emergency action plan for chemical exposure.
If you have questions about chemical safety, speak with your supervisor.
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