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There is no shortage of issues confronting the United States right now with inflation, energy 

costs, variants of the coronavirus and now a war in Europe occupying much of official 

Washington’s time.  The U.S. Senate has also devoted a considerable amount of time to handling 

the nomination for the vacancy on the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

IDA’s work on federal dairy policy issues continues even when lawmakers’ attention may be 

directed elsewhere.  A new Farm Bill, international trade, labeling, climate change policy, 

immigration reform – all continue to be on the list of challenges facing the Idaho dairy industry.  

  

 

Preparations Begin on 2023 Farm Bill 

 

The Agriculture Committees in both the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives have begun 

preliminary work on the next Farm Bill which is due next year.  Each committee has begun 

assessing the current state of the agriculture economy in U.S. and which provisions of the current 

Farm Bill are working well and which could use some tweaking. 

 

The Idaho dairy industry will be paying close attention to the Farm Bill’s risk management 

programs as well as conservation incentives and the possibility of a new climate title.  The Dairy 

Margin Coverage (DMC) program covers only a minor percentage of the milk produced in the 

state but it does have an impact on the economics of the industry.  The current relationship 

between milk price and input costs, the basis of how the DMC functions, can be expected to 

generate calls for changes to the program.  Industry trends resulting in a lower percentage of 

milk being eligible for coverage at the most generous levels of the program will also bring calls 

for change.  IDA will be involved in those discussions on behalf of dairy producers in the state. 

 

Conservation programs like the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) remain 

popular with producers.  So popular, in fact, that many worthy projects on farms go unfunded.  

While funding for EQIP is now much more steady than in the past, there is still work to be done.  

It is critical to the value of that program to our industry to work to ensure adequate funding and 

to maintain the priority it places on providing incentives for environmental improvement projects 

on livestock operations. 

 

There is considerable speculation in the agriculture community and in the press that both the 

Congress and the Biden Administration will want to add a climate title to the new Farm Bill.  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has said that it is a priority for the USDA that farmers be part 

of the solution on mitigating greenhouse gas emissions across the U.S. economy.  To that end, 

there is agreement on a number of principles that will help producers take advantage of that 

opportunity. 

 

The concept is for farmers to be able to monetize carbon as a commodity and be provided 

incentives for either reducing greenhouse gas emissions from current operations or implementing 



production practices that can sequester carbon already in the atmosphere.  IDA will be providing 

input to the state’s congressional delegation members on the concepts necessary to ensure these 

programs will help.  First, incentive programs aimed at carbon reduction must be voluntary so 

that this is an opportunity instead of an obligation.  Next, the steps farmers will be asked to take 

must be affordable.  Producers can’t be expected to build structures or implement practices that 

aren’t paid for through government incentives, the marketplace or a combination of the two.  

There must also be ways to assure producers that technologies and practices aimed to assist 

agriculture in reducing carbon in the atmosphere will also be effective. 

 

Nutrition assistance programs are an important part of every Farm Bill.  That will remain the 

case in 2023.  The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly known as 

“Food Stamps,” far exceeds the Farm Bill spending on commodity support programs.  That is a 

plus for dairy product consumption and is even more so now because the White House is relying 

on expanded SNAP to make up the difference after some nutrition assistance programs specific 

to pandemic relief have expired. 

 

International Trade 

 

U.S. dairy exports set records in 2021.  That is, in large part, due to the commitment U.S. dairy 

farmers and processors have made to developing foreign markets.  Current milk price levels will 

provide headwinds for U.S. dairy exports this year but those conditions will exist for our main 

competitors as well.  The industry in this country remains well-positioned to supply dairy 

products to the countries around the world who are ready to buy. 

 

Dairy producers in the U.S. have been watching the situation with Canada regarding their 

implementation of the additional access to the market there agreed to in the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 

Agreement (USMCA).  All four congressional delegation members from the state have been very 

helpful in making sure the Biden administration knows they have support on Capitol Hill to keep 

up the effort to make that additional U.S. access happen.  Senator Mike Crapo, from his spot as 

the top Republican on the Finance Committee has been especially helpful as that panel has 

jurisdiction over international trade issues.  Senator Jim Risch and Representatives Mike 

Simpson and Russ Fulcher have also weighed in with the U.S. Trade Representative’s office with 

their support. 

 

Labeling 

 

The Idaho dairy industry has provided leadership for several years on the issue of the 

enforcement of restrictions on the use of standardized dairy terms on product package labels.  All 

four members of the congressional delegation support “The Dairy Pride Act” that would require 

the FDA Commissioner to enforce the standards so that plant-based products cannot be labeled 

using those terms.  The IDA thanks them for that support. 

 

On the regulatory front, Dr. Robert Califf has been sworn in as the new FDA Commissioner.  

During his Senate confirmation hearing he made a point of saying that he would make the issue 

of enforcement of the standards of identity a priority.  Dairy producers are looking for action as 



they are well aware that these standards have been on the books for decades and the agency 

already has the authority to regulate the use of those terms.  

 

Immigration Reform 

 

IDA continues to advocate for federal legislation that would resolve many of the labor challenges 

Idaho dairy producers face on a daily basis.  As you know, Congressman Simpson was a leader 

for Republicans in passing the bipartisan “Farm Workforce Modernization Act” in the House of 

Representatives not once but twice.  And now, Senator Crapo continues to lead Republicans in 

working across the aisle on improvements to the House bill that would make it even more 

effective in addressing the agriculture labor crisis.  IDA appreciates the support Senator Jim 

Risch has offered for those discussions as well. 

 

Midterm Election in November 

 

Of course the November midterm election is looming as IDA tries to make progress on these 

issues and more.  There 35 Senate seats that are up along with all 435 House seats. The Senate is 

currently tied 50-50 and the Democrats have the majority with the Vice President’s tie-breaking 

vote.  The House majority for the Democrats is five seats.  Typically the party in the White 

House loses seats in Congress during the first midterm election.  But that election is still more 

than half a year away and IDA will continue to work on your behalf in Washington, D.C. on all 

there is to be done between now and then.    

 

 

 


