Bulls are a hazard on dairy farms. Their unpredictable nature contributes to serious injuries
and fatalities. Dairy workers who understand bull behavior are more likely to avoid accidents.
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OBJECTIVE

Prepare dairy workers to more effectively
recognize the signs of an aggressive bull
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Are there bulls on this dairy? If so, where are they penned?
2. What should you do if a bull acts aggressively toward you?
3. Why should you work in pairs around bulls?

TRAINING POINTS

Single-housed bulls may show more aggression than bulls raised in group settings.
Do not play butting games with young bull calves.
Bulls generally become more aggressive as they age.
Signs of aggression in bulls include
Scraping and kicking dirt, putting head down, and arching back
Standing broadside (sideways)
Report a bull demonstrating any signs of aggressive behavior toward caretakers to your supervisor immediately.
Never turn your back on a bull.
If a bull shows aggression, you should maintain eye contact while slowly backing away
Only run away from a bull if you are being chased or attacked
Do not enter a pen with a bull unless it is absolutely necessary.
If you must enter, always have a safe exit strategy
Always know where the bull is in the pen
Never be on the phone or listening to music (particularly with a headset) when working in a pen with a bull.
Some bulls are quiet, while others are more vocal and make a lot of noise.
Quiet bulls may sneak up from behind without notice
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

☑ Bulls, regardless of past friendly behavior, can never be trusted.
☑ Dairy bulls are often more dangerous than beef bulls
☑ Determine a safe exit strategy before entering a pen with a bull.
☑ Work in pairs when possible.
☑ Remain alert and aware around bulls.
☑ Always know where the bull is in a pen
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