ATV & UTV
OPERATION
Off-road vehicles are used to complete many tasks on farms. ATVs (e.g. 4-wheelers) and
UTVs (e.g. side-by-sides) are among the most common. Operating these vehicles can be dangerous.
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OBJECTIVE

To educate farm workers on safe
ATV and UTV operation
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Which vehicles on this farm are classified as ATV/UTVs?
2. When are ATV/UTVs used on this farm?
3. What safety protocols must employees follow when driving ATV/UTVs?
4. When should an operator adjust speed while driving ATV/UTVs?

TRAINING POINTS

Always maintain a safe speed while operating off-road vehicles.
Reduce your speed when making turns or driving around corners
Adjust your speed for different terrains (when in doubt, slow down)
Reduce your speed when driving on wet or slippery surfaces
Never allow multiple riders unless the vehicle is specifically designed for more than one rider.
Riding on the front rack of a 4-wheeler is not safe in any circumstance
Never exceed the manufacturer’s weight limit or towing capacity for the vehicle.
When pulling something behind an off-road vehicle, ensure that it does not weigh more than the weight of
the vehicle plus the weight of the operator
To prevent overturns, never carry more than ⅓ of the vehicle’s weight on the back rack
Always wear appropriate protective gear and clothing.
Helmet, gloves, glasses, seatbelt, long pants, good shoes, etc.
Always follow local traffic laws when driving on public roads.
ATVs are not designed for paved roads—use caution if you must drive on them
Children who cannot reach all the controls should never drive ATV/UTVs.
Always come to a complete stop before dismounting.
Do not operate ATV/UTVs if they need repairs.
Do not attempt wheelies, jumps, or hazardous stunts.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
☑
☑
☑
☑

Maintain an appropriate speed for the task you are completing.
Never allow multiple riders unless the vehicle is designed for them.
Do not exceed weight or towing capacities of ATV/UTVs.
Children who cannot reach controls should never drive ATV/UTVs.
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